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5TH International Meeting for Friendship, Co-operation and Development

of the Mayors of the Major Balkan Cities

It is a great honor for our town Piraeus to host the BALCINET Mayors’ Summit.

To host a meeting, that reaffirms the excellent ambience in the relations between our peoples and the Balkan States.

That reaffirms the strong will of all of us to build a future of democracy, co-operation and economic development.

And mainly reaffirming that the concern of friendship and co-operation in the Balkans is an issue that should mainly concern the everyday citizens of our states; that it is mainly an issue that concerns the civic society and the institutions the constitute it, mainly the Local Authorities.

Since 2001, when we held our first meeting, many important events have taken place.

Fortunately, in a positive direction.

Two more Balkan States are ready to become full members of the European Union.

Another one has become a pre-accession country, while the remaining countries too are gradually getting ready to follow this road.

Similarly, the Balkans are in the course of a very rapid development.

Most of the countries, over the last years demonstrate high development rates, while our commercial relations are growing.

Further, it is important to stress the fact that among the Balkan States, since 2002, there is one that is a member of the Euro zone, and hence is contributing much more to the development of the region.

What is most important, however, is the fact that we are living in a period of détente, vis-à-vis the old wounds that use to harass our region.

And it is sure that the future will be even better.

Naturally, history proves – and by all means we in the Balkans have thousands of years of history behind us -, so history teaches us that we should never become slack. 

And that our efforts for coexistence, co-operation and friendship should be constant.

This is our duty, the duty of the big cities.

To build bridges between our citizens, to set up a broader civic community and similarly, to mobilize the economic driving forces of our cities to add to our relations.

So it is time to accelerate the implementation of specific actions that will contribute to achieve the goals.

In this meeting we will have the opportunity eventually to discuss about a specific time-table, action plans. 

Here in Piraeus, the town with one of the most ancient and biggest ports of the Mediterranean, a bright history of economic and cultural development has been recorded.

This year the Municipality of Piraeus is celebrating 170 years since it was founded in Modern Times, and it is truly a happy coincidence to host the Balkan Cities Network Mayors’ Summit.

Piraeus has steadily promoted the principles of free trade and the exchange of goods and ideas, from the times of Ancient Athens up to date.

This kind of freedom, of open horizons, is what led to the heyday of ancient Greek Civilization, but also drove contemporary Greece to development.

It is the same concept that will drive the Balkans to development.

This is how I believe that we the big cities of the Balkans should proceed in the new era.

Through co-operation, creative synthesis and open boarders.

I wish every success to the 5th International Meeting for Friendship, Co-operation and Development
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